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Chair: Linda Cumines 
 
1. Present 
Rudi Adlmayer, Ian Barker, Chris Batt, John Clark, Linda Cumines, Robert Curry, George Fong, Thurza 
Getzler, Eileen Leather, Sassy Park, Jude Powell-Thomas, Bridget Quirk, Lia Salomina, Val Simkins, Sally 
Taylor, Felicity Tsai, Thomas Tsai 
 
2. Apologies 
Jo Blagg, Russell Little 
 
3. Confirmation of minutes of General Meeting 28 October 2014 
Minutes of previous general meeting confirmed:  
Moved by Ian Barker 
Confirmed by Chris Batt 
 
4. Guest Speakers  

4.1 Thomas and Felicity Tsai. Chamber Music Program Coordinator 
4.2 Liz Vierboom 

 See transcript attached. 
 
5. Principal’s Report 

• The Small Ensemble program may be complicated, but the time and effort Felicity and Thomas 
Tsai have put in is truly amazing – they have an invaluable understanding of the depth of the 
program and of repertoire. Ideally the future will see a greater involvement of instrumental teachers 
in this program.  

 
• RC conveys the School Executive's unanimous appreciation for the introduction of the Canteen 

run by Cupcakes and Canapés. The provision of healthy affordable food has always been dreamed of 
and all teachers want to convey how fantastic this is and express their gratitude to the P&C.  

 
• Open Academy: An attachment was emailed to all parents about the arrangement for private 

tuition in 2015. This offers all the advantages of the current music program + 32 hourly lessons and 
32 half hourly lessons. There is no pro-rata breakdown of costs – it is a package deal. It is not always 
compulsory to learn a second instrument, but the base cost of the package includes this so it makes 
sense to take advantage. Private tuition will be offered under the auspices of the Open Academy and 
has been made possible by Karl Kramer. The SCM have looked closely at the financial breakdown 
and not surprisingly negotiations have been protracted, but this be up and running by term 1, 2015. 
Under this new system tutors will be more integrated with the school's program. This is part of the 
contractual arrangement between the SCM and the Open Academy.  

 
Q: What if a current tutor is not listed as an employee of OA.  

A: Those not in OA will be invited to be part of the program. There will be negotiations regarding 
any problems – it is not known yet if any changes will need to occur. All tutors will be employees of 
the SCM through OA – this means the SCM will execute agreements to the best benefit of CHS.  

 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

• Bank balances 
Cheque Account $33,481 
V2 savings Account $41,833 

• Cafe news 
Since 20th October, Dan Wilson has deposited $1,156.55 to our account 
This compares with previous months takings from Cafe Cantata 

Oct = $450 + Dan's deposits = $1596.55 
Sept = $879 
Aug = $911 
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• Uniform news 
About $1200 has come in from uniform sales. 

• Other news 
Major purchases this past quarter include buying house ties and paying for an accompanist for the 
soloist concert. 

Thanks, 
Sassy Park 

 
7. Subcommittee Reports 

7.1  Café Report 
• The Cafe income is highlighted in the treasurer's report.  
• The Cafe's viability is an issue. Volunteer help on Saturdays is needed. For commercial reasons it is 

quite standard in most schools to require this to survive.  
• As yet the canteen is not breaking even – after paying staff, cooking food, etc. These are early stages, 

and we would rather see our rent revenue reflect this, as opposed to seeing prices raised to pay higher 
rent – this would defeat the purpose of the canteen to provide affordable nutritious food.  

• Dan sees the potential for profitability along the way – especially some great Saturdays.  
• The SCM cafe is only for year 12 (who have no common room) and is a privilege that needs to be 

respected. As parents we can all help Dan be profitable by frequenting the canteen.  
LC: Vote of thanks to Bridget for overseeing the transformation. She donated many hours to Dan in holidays 
too. It is also important to note we do not need to buy a new fridge anymore – all this has been provided by 
Dan.  

7.2  Centenary Report 
Attached 

RC: Also note – Ewan Simpson's “75 years of Class”: Jeff Willey would like to update this, which 
may form part of Centenary celebrations. This does not require the committee's involvement. 

7.3 IT Report 
No report 

7.4  Soloist Concerts 
• Final concert this Friday Oct 31 – year 7.  
• Social dinners after concerts have proved very successful at increasing audiences.  
• The process of applying to play in the concert will change slightly next year. Rather than applying at 

the beginning of the year (which for some classes can be 8 months before the actual concert), 
application will be required no later than 3 weeks before the concert for that year group. Students 
will be required at this time to provide all details about their performance including composer, 
movements and timing, to stop me having to spend hours of time chasing all this information up.  

7.5  Uniform Shop 
• Linda C, Sassy P and Sally T have done a stocktake and re-arranged storage.  
• The Uniform Shop is running a bargain sale for 3 weeks to reduce stock holding.  
• An order form has been sent to new students.  
• Uniform shop coordinator (desperately needed).  

o Flexi school system a possibility.  
o As is paid position for a number of hours, but this involves superannuation and workers’ 

comp, etc. 
• Uniform shop to be open November 10, 3 – 6pm for new families, to remove load from Orientation 

Day.  
 
8. Business Arising 

8.1  Café Cantata/School Canteen 2015 
Covered in Café Report 

8.2  Uniform Shop Coordinator needed/proposals raised 
Suggested proposals for change/attracting coordinator submitted and emailed to members prior to meeting.  
The meeting discusses these, including the pro and cons of outsourcing, the distinction between uniform 
change and space/accessibility problems, pricing issues, change of supplier of some items, and the problem of 
a small school having to order large quantities. 
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Outcome 
Nothing decided. Ordering will be kept to a bare minimum for now, no restocking or generic items.  
Suggestion of shorts for boys in summer.  
The meeting discusses this, including problem of enforceability of ‘uniformity’ on such items for staff, and the 
competing issues of style, comfort, image of school, and availability of options for girls too.   
Outcome 
Vote held: 7 in favour, 8 against. Deferred for discussion again at next meeting.  
Sara K offered to explore ‘Survey Monkey’ to canvas broader range of opinions of parents about shorts.  

8.3  Plan for spending funds in 2015 
• IB: School suggests new piccolo - many students wishing to join the large ensembles on piccolo.  
• Meeting discusses spending of P&C monies in 2015, including: refurbishment of café and 

involvement of the planning precinct; need to encourage students to go outdoors still; spending 
money on stimulating activities for students similar to the chess tutor; early music instruments and 
the need for a longer term plan as they are no good in isolation; an electronic recording studio for 
the school; P&C providing other exercise activities such as yoga or physiocise (important for 
musicians sitting in long rehearsals), and shade cloth over outdoor area.  

Outcome 
Final list for spending 2015: 

• Piccolo 
• Refurbish canteen-dining area.  
• 21stC technical recording equipment.  
• Early Music – long term plan to build capacity.  
• Outdoor shade cover.  
• Health and Fitness welfare.  

Proposal: P&C provide $2000 for purchase of piccolo for school 
Moved by Judy Powell-Thomas 
Seconded by Thurza Getzler 
 
9. New Business 

9.1  House Concert Hospitality 
• The meeting discusses options, including P&C providing hospitality same as last year; asking Dan to 

provide hospitality; return to old style catering where families provide plates of food so no selling 
needed; variations for student dinners such as Rocket Pizza or outdoor BBQ.  

Outcome 
Linda to hear from School Executive about their wishes for school dinners, and approach Dan about hospitality alongside ice-
cream cart.  

9.2  Orientation Day Dec 5 
• Bridget Quirk organising current year 7 to host Orientation Day BBQ. Current families invited.  

Outcome 
George Fong to coordinate welcome BBQ 
Val Simkins to do invitation 

 
10. Correspondence 
None 
 
Next Meeting: 
2015 – date TBA 
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Centenary Sub-Committee Report to P&C: October 2014  
 
 
We have made progress on developing our database. Val Simkins has entered all the 
data she has and Lily Hong has offered to develop this into a flexible database that we 
can use in a variety of ways. 
 
Thurza got together with school representatives (Ian Barker and Jeff Willey) to discuss 
concert plans for 2018 and who to begin to approach to lead it. We agreed that it 
would be ideal to engage people with a strong Australian and International profile. We 
discussed several candidates, for the school to approach. The project will be served 
best by a mix of people dealing with different aspects of the program. Accordingly we 
propose: 

• To hold 2 Centenary Concerts on the same day (afternoon and evening), late in July 2018. There are 
a number of advantages to such an arrangement: it creates a more momentous occasion; it may make 
it easier to involve outsiders, who may not be available on two consecutive days (or conversely, may 
make it possible to have some people perform in the afternoon and others in the evening); it is family 
friendly; it will be a useful experience for students; 

• The concert itself may be hosted by a former student (we have some names in mind); conducted by 
one or more conductors (each conducting a segment focusing on a repertoire in which he/she is 
particularly interested); a keynote address would be given by an illustrious speaker; 

• We will hopefully engage a manager to assist us with organisation and public relations; 
• The Centenary Concerts could be part of a Centenary subscription series, including a range of 

smaller concerts, including recitals and chamber concerts during the year. This provides us with a 
means of raising funds and also some opportunities to invite illustrious former students to perform 
who may not be available for the Centenary Concert. We hope to also focus on compositions by 
former students at such concerts if possible; 

• We should consider selling seats in the Choral Assembly as a means of raising funds (The SCM has 
successfully sold seats in the Verbruggen Hall as a fundraiser in the past). 

 
Our focus for the rest of the year is to achieve the following: 

• Work with Lily Hong to develop our database; 
• Obtain commitments from certain people to work with us on the public music program in 2018 (the 

school is assisting us with this); 
• Develop our artwork/logo; 
• Identify a suitable means of raising funds, to focus on in 2015 and beyond, including investigating a 

suitable crowdfunding platform; 
• Recruit more volunteers to assist us with specific tasks (focus on 2015 Year 7 and 8 parents). 

 
HELP NEEDED: 
We need urgent assistance with the following tasks: 

• running our Facebook page; 
• investigating crowdfunding platforms and identifying the best ones for us to consider; 
• contacting past House and School captains to get them to filter out news and bring in contacts for us. 

 
 
Thurza Getzler 
October 2014 
 
 
 
 
 


